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At a Jan. 12 news conference in San Jose (Costa Rica), United Nicaraguan Opposition (UNO) leader
Alfonso Robelo presented the contras' version of a political constitution for Nicaragua, three days
after the Sandinistas signed a new constitution into law. Robelo said the document copies of which
were to be forwarded to foreign ministries throughout Latin America, as well as to the United
Nations and the Organization of American States (OAS) provides the "basis upon which democracy
will be guaranteed in the future Nicaragua." The contra constitution, he said, stresses the need
for "political pluralism" in Nicaragua to "stimulate and guarantee the participation of all citizens
in the achievement of a political, economic and social democracy with respect for ethnic, cultural
and religious values." The document states that elections in Nicaragua, initially supervised by the
OAS, would be carried out periodically and freely under a new government installed by the contras.
Next, a new army and national police force would be created and subject to civilian control, while
any person proved guilty of past human rights violations would not be eligible for recruitment.
UNO was formed in June 1985 at the behest of Washington to promote contra unity and oversee the
distribution of US aid.
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